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FEATURES OF POST-WILDFIRE RECOVERY
OF FOREST HERPETOCOMPLEXES AS A CONSEQUENCE OF PHYSICAL
AND GEOGRAPHICAL PECULIARITIES OF THE TERRITORY
(ON AN EXAMPLE OF THE KERZHENSKY NATURE RESERVE)

A. A. Lebedinskii ! and M. B. Pestov >

! Nizhny Novgorod Lobachevsky State University
23 Gagarina Av., Nizhny Novgorod 603950, Russia
? Society of Amphibians and Reptiles Conservation
16-d Rozhdestvenskaya Str., Nizhny Novgorod 603001, Russia
E-mail: leb-nn@yandex.ru

Field research was conducted on the Kerzhensky Nature Reserve territory (the Nizhny Novgorod region,
Russia) in 2012-2013 to analyze the influence of the 2010 forest wildfires on the populations of amphibi-
ans and reptiles and to reveal features of their post-wildfire recovery. The recovery of the herpetocom-
plexes on the territories subjected to surface/crawling and controlled fires was found to occur during no
more than two years, whereas crown/canopy fires with complete vegetation destruction required three
years for recovery. In addition to the specific type of fire, physical and geographical features of a given
territory play an important role in the recovery dynamics, in particular, the proximity of permanent and

seasonal water streams.
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