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Abstract. Seven species of snakes were revealed in 1997-1998, six of which (Natrix tessellata,
N. natrix, Zamenis longissimus, Hierophis caspius, Platyceps najadum, and Elaphe sauro-
matus) were in the lower part of the slope, in the area of mediterranean vegetation. In 2001—
2003, the first three species were revealed only, and their numbers significantly decreased,
reaching a maximum in the middle part of the slope, in the zone of transition from mediterra-
nean vegetation to broad-leaved forests. In 1999-2000, the recreational load on the coastal area
sharply rose, which probably was the cause for the species composition reduction and changes
of the spatial distribution in snakes.
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