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Abstract. The article analyzes the modern distribution of reptiles in Northwestern Turkmeni-
stan. According to literary data and observations of the authors, 36 species of reptiles have been 
recorded in the region, including one new species Alsophylax sp. Two species (Eryx elegans
and Trachylepis septemtaeniata transcaucasica) are excluded from the list of herpetofauna of 
the region. In the future, it is possible to discover four new species in Northwestern Turkmeni-
stan (Alsophylax pipiens, Mediodactylus spinicaudus, Pseudopus apodus, Boiga trigonata mel-
anocephala). 
Keywords: Turkmenistan, reptiles, distribution 

 
 
 
For citation: Shestopal A. A., Shcherbina A. A. Distribution of reptiles in Northwestern Turk-
menistan. Current Studies in Herpetology, 2024, vol. 24, iss. 1–2, pp. 102–110 (in Russian).
https://doi.org/10.18500/1814-6090-2024-24-1-2-102-110, EDN: MGYBMI 

 
 
 
 

 
 Corresponding author. Biodiversity Laboratory of the National Institute of Deserts, Flora and Fauna of the Ministry of Environmental Protection of 

Turkmenistan, Turkmenistan. 

ORCID and e-mail addresses: Alexander A. Shestopal: 999Lithorhynchus999@mail.ru; Alexander A. Shcherbina: bubosasha@gmail.com. 

REFERENCES 

Andrushko I. M., Lange N. O., Yemel'yanova Ye. N. 
Ecological observations of reptiles in the area of the city 
of Kyzyl-Arvat, Iskander station and in the area of the 
city of Krasnovodsk (Turkmenistan). Voprosy ekologii i 
biotsenologii [Questions of Ecology and Biocenology]. 
Leningrad, Medgiz, 1939, iss. 4, pp. 207–252 (in Rus-
sian). 

Ataev Ch. A. On the distribution and ecology of 
some species of reptiles of Turkmenistan. Izvestiya Akad-
emii nauk Turkmenskoy SSR. Seriya biologicheskih nauk, 
1977, no. 1, pp. 80–82 (in Russian). 

Ataev Ch. A. Presmykayushchiyesya gor Turk-
menistana [Reptiles of the Mountains of Turkmenistan]. 
Ashkhabad, Ylym, 1985. 344 p. (in Russian). 

Ataev Ch. A. On the distribution and ecology of 
reptiles in the vicinity of the Karabogaz Gulf. Problems 
of Desert Development, 2005, no. 2, pp. 37–38 (in Rus-
sian). 

Ataev Ch. A. New finds of vertebrates in southern 
Turkmenistan. Problems of Desert Development, 2007, 
no. 3, pp. 51–53 (in Russian). 

Ataev Ch. A., Shammakov S. M. About the marsh 
turtle (Emys orbicularis) on the lakes of Western Uzboy. 
Izvestiya Akademii nauk Turkmenskoy SSR. Seriya bio-
logicheskih nauk, 1988, no. 5, pp. 74 (in Russian). 

 

Babaev A. Г. Nature. In: Sovetskiy Soyuz. Turk-
menistan [Soviet Union. Turkmenistan]. Мoscow, Mysl', 
1969, pp. 19–59 (in Russian). 

Bogdanov O. P. Presmykayushchiyesya Turkmenii 
[Reptiles of Turkmenistan]. Ashgabat, Izdatel'stvo AN 
Turkmenskoy SSR, 1962. 235 p. (in Russian). 

Vasiliev S. V., Efimov V. I., Zarkhidze V. A. New 
data on the distribution of some vertebrates in Northwest-
ern Turkmenistan. Izvestiya Akademii nauk Turkmenskoy 
SSR. Seriya biologicheskih nauk, 1960, no. 4, pp. 82–83 
(in Russian). 

Vinogradov B. S. Mammals of the Krasnovodsk 
region of western Turkmenistan. Proceedings of the Zoo-
logical Institute of the USSR Academy of Sciences, 1952, 
vol. 10, pp. 7–44 (in Russian). 

Golubev M. L., Gorelov Yu. K., Dunayev E. A., 
Kotenko T. I. On the Finding of Phrynocephalus guttatus 
(Gmel.) (Sauria, Agamidae) in Turkmeniya and Taxo-
nomic Status. Bulletin of Moscow Society of Naturalists, 
Biological Ser., 1995, vol. 100, iss. 3, pp. 31–39 (in Rus-
sian). 

Darevsky I. S., Rustamov A. K., Shammakov S. M. 
Volume and distribution of the species “reticulated toad 
agama” Phrynocephalus reticulatus Eichwald (Sauria, 
Agamidae) in Central Asia. Theoretical and Applied As-
pects of Nature Conservation and Game Management, 
1976, vol. 84, pp. 113–119 (in Russian). 



Распространение пресмыкающихся Северо-Западного Туркменистана 
 

 
СОВРЕМЕННАЯ ГЕРПЕТОЛОГИЯ   2024   Т. 24, вып. 1/2                                                                                      109 

Dementiev G. P., Kartashev N. N. The fauna of 
terrestrial vertebrates of the western section of the Main 
Turkmen Canal route and the immediate prospects for its 
changes. Zoologicheskii zhurnal, 1952, vol. 31, iss. 1, 
pp. 12–24 (in Russian). 

Dinnik N. Ya. Caspian coast of the Caucasus and 
Transcaspian region. News of the Caucasian Branch of 
the Russian Geographical Society, 1908, vol. 19, no. 4, 
pp. 285–310 (in Russian). 

Dobrynin L. G. Relief. In: Turkmenskaya So-
vetskaya Sotsialisticheskaya Respublika: entsiklopediches-
kiy spravochnik [Turkmen Soviet Socialist Republic: En-
cyclopedic Reference]. Ashgabat, Glavnaya redaktsiya 
Turkmenskoy sovetskoy entsiklopedii, 1984, pp. 24–30 
(in Russian). 

Kartashev N. N. Materials on amphibians and rep-
tiles of southwestern Turkmenistan. Scientific Notes of 
Moscow State University, Biology, 1955, iss. 171, 
pp. 173–202 (in Russian). 

Kostin V. P. Notes on the distribution and ecology 
of amphibians and reptiles of the ancient delta of the 
Amu Darya and Kara-Kalpak Ustyurt. Proceedings of the 
Institute of Zoology and Parasitology (Tashkent), 1956, 
vol. 5, pp. 47–66 (in Russian). 

Kostina G. N. Habitats and their use by the sandy 
roundhead (Phrynocephalus interscapularis) in North-
western Turkmenistan. The Problems of Herpetology: 
Theses of Communications of Sixth Herpetological Con-
ference. Leningrad, Nauka, 1985, pp. 108–109 (in Rus-
sian). 

Laptev M. K. Materials for knowledge of the 
vertebrate fauna of Turkmenistan (B. Balkhany and 
Western Kopet-Dag). News of the Turkmen Interdepart-
mental Committee for Nature Protection and Develop-
ment of Natural Resources, Biological Series, 1934, 
no. 1, pp. 116–148 (in Russian). 

Moritz L. D. Reptiles of Turkmenistan and neigh-
boring Persia. Turkmenovedenie, 1929, no. 4, pp. 17–19; 
no. 6–7, pp. 30–35 (in Russian). 

Myachkova N. A. Klimat SSSR [Climate of the 
USSR]. Moscow, Moscow State University Press, 1983. 
192 p. (in Russian). 

Nikolsky A. M. Reptiles (Reptilia). Vol. 1. Chelo-
nia and Sauria. Faune de la Russie et des Pays Limi-
trophes. Petrograd, Imperial Academy of Sciences Publ., 
1915. 532 p. (in Russian). 

Nikolsky A. M. Reptiles (Reptilia). Vol. 2. 
Ophidia. Faune de la Russie et des Pays Limitrophes. Pet-
rograd, Imperial Academy of Sciences Publ., 1916. 349 p. 
(in Russian). 

Nurgeldyev O. N., Shammakov S. M., Ataev Ch. 
A. On the distribution of some species of snakes in 
Turkmenistan. In: Zhivotnyy mir Turkmenii [Fauna of 
Turkmenistan]. Ashgabat, Ylym, 1970, pp. 187–190 (in 
Russian). 

Nurijanov D. A., Abduraipov T. V., Gritsyn M. A. 
Results of a Herpetological Survey of the Southern, Cen-
tral Part of the Ustyurt Plateau and the Sarykamysh Ba-

sin (Uzbekistan). Report. Nur-Sultan, Central Asia Desert 
Initiative (CADI), 2017. 45 p. (in Russian). 

Panov E. N., Zykova L. Yu.  Rock Agamas of 
Eurasia. Moscow, Lazur', 2003. 304 p. (in Russian). 

Rustamov A. K. From the results of winter zoo-
logical work in the vicinity of the Chagyl well (North-
Western Turkmenistan). Izvestiya Turkmenskogo filiala 
AN SSSR, 1950, no. 2, pp. 41–47 (in Russian). 

Rustamov A. K., Ptushenko E. S. Faunistic mate-
rials on terrestrial vertebrates of the Western and North-
western Karakum. Scientific Notes of Turkmen State Uni-
versity named after A. M. Gorky, 1959, iss. 9, pp. 101–
146 (in Russian). 

Sova Yu. F. Report on the herpetofauna of the 
Krasnovodsk State Reserve for 1970. Letopis' prirody 
[Chronicle of Nature]. Krasnovodsk, Krasnovodsk State 
Reserve Publ., 1971, vol. 1, pp. 136 – 148 (in Russian). 

Filippov M. I. Finding the Caspian turtle in Turk-
menistan. Izvestiya Turkmenskogo filiala AN SSSR, 1949, 
no. 4, pp. 90–92 (in Russian). 

Shammakov S. M. On the ecology of Bannikov's 
toad agama. The Problems of Herpetology: Theses of 
Communications of Fourth Herpetological Conference. 
Leningrad, Nauka, 1977, pp. 230 (in Russian). 

Shammakov S. M. Ecology of reticulated foot and 
mouth disease in the Karakum Desert. Ohrana prirody 
Turkmenistana [Nature Conservation of Turkmenistan]. 
Ashgabat, Ylym, 1979, iss. 5, pp. 147–160 (in Russian). 

Shammakov S. M. Presmykayushchiyesya ravnin-
nogo Turkmenistana [Reptiles of the Turkmenistan 
Plane]. Ashgabat, Ylym, 1981. 312 p. (in Russian). 

Shammakov S. M. Materials on the herpetofauna 
of the Kaplankyr Upland and the adjacent territory. 
Izvestiya Akademii nauk Turkmenskoy SSR. Seriya bio-
logicheskikh nauk, 1984, no. 6, pp. 37–38 (in Russian). 

Shammakov S. M., Ataev Ch. A. New data on the 
distribution of Afghan litorhynchus and boiga in South-
western Turkmenistan. Izvestiya Akademii nauk Turk-
menskoy SSR. Seriya biologicheskikh nauk, 1987, no. 1, 
pp. 66 (in Russian). 

Shammakov S. M., Velikanov V. P. Concentration 
of water snake on the eastern coast of the Caspian Sea 
and in the lower reaches of the river Atrek. Izvestiya 
Akademii nauk Turkmenskoy SSR. Seriya biologicheskikh 
nauk, 1980, no. 3, pp. 92 (in Russian). 

Shenbrot G. I., Semenov D. V. To assess the state 
of the reptile fauna of Central Asia and Kazakhstan: Spring-
summer period 1987. In: All-Union Meeting on the Prob-
lem of Cadastre and Recording of Fauna. Part 3. Experi-
ence in Cadastral Characteristics, Survey Results, Mate-
rials for the Cadastre on Non-game Birds, Reptiles, Am-
phibians and Fish. Abstracts of Reports. Ufa, Bashkirskoe 
knizhnoe izdatel'stvo, 1989, pp. 310–313 (in Russian). 

Shestopal A. A., Rustamov E. A. New information 
on the distribution and abundance of reptiles in some 
landscapes of Turkmenistan. In: Herpetological and Or-
nithological Research: Modern Aspects. Dedicated to the 
100th anniversary of A. K. Rustamov (1917–2005). Saint 



А. А. Шестопал, А. А. Щербина 
 

 
110                                                                                      СОВРЕМЕННАЯ ГЕРПЕТОЛОГИЯ   2024   Т. 24, вып. 1/2 

Petersburg, Moscow, KMK Scientific Press, 2018, 
pp. 43–57 (in Russian). 

Shestopal A. A., Amanov A., Ovezov T. Review 
of the modern reptile fauna of the Kaplankyr Nature Re-
serve and adjacent territories. Trudy of the Institute of 
Zoology RK (Almaty), 2021, vol. 1, iss. 1, pp. 35–55 (in 
Russian). 

Shukurov G. Sh. Reptilia – reptiles. In: Reptilia – 
presmykayushchiyesya. Fauna pozvonochnykh zhivotnykh 
gor Bol'shiye Balkhany (Yugo-Zapadnyy Turkmenistan) 
[Fauna of Vertebrate Animals of the Great Balkhan Moun-
tains (Southwestern Turkmenistan)]. Ashgabat, Izdatel'st-
vo Akademii nauk Turkmenskoy SSR, 1962, pp. 30–35 
(in Russian). 

Shukurov O. Sh. On the distribution of some types 
of poisonous snakes in Turkmenistan. Materialy 6-i 
nauchno-teoreticheskoy konferentsii professorsko-prepo-
davatel'skogo sostava Turkmenskogo gosudarstvennogo 
pedagogicheskogo instituta [Materials of the 6th Scien-

tific and Theoretical Conference of the Teaching Staff of 
the Turkmen State Pedagogical Institute]. Chardzhou, 
Turkmen State Pedagogical Institute Publ., 1966, pp. 71–
73 (in Russian). 

Shcherbak N. N. Yashchurki Palearktiki [Race-
runners of the Palaearctic]. Kiev, Naukova Dumka, 1974. 
296 p. (in Russian). 

Eichwald E. Zoologia specialis quam expositis an-
imalibus tum vivis, tum fossolibus potassimum Rossiae in 
universum et Poloniae in species. Vilnae, Typis Josephi 
Zawadzki, 1831, vol. 3. 404 p. 

Boettger O. Die Reptilien und Batrachier Tran-
skaspiens. Zoologische Jahrbücher, Abtheilung für Syste-
matik, Geographie und Biologie der Thiere, 1888, Bd. 3, 
H. 6, S. 871–972. 

Zaroudnoï N. Recherches zoologiques dans la 
contrée Trans-Caspienne. Bulletin de la Societe imperiale 
des naturalistes de Moscou, 1891, vol. 4, pp. 288–315. 

 


	Стр_102_Шестопал
	Я_Шестопал_2



