. A. Topnees, JI. ®. Ma3anaeBa, Y. A. ['muuxanosa

Description of cases of axial bifurcation of the Mediterranean Spur-thighed tortoise —
Testudo graeca Linnaeus, 1758 (Testudinidae, Reptilia)
based on field research and herpetological collection of ZIN RAS

D. A. Gordeev '™, L. F. Mazanaeva %, U. A. Gichikhanova >3

! Volgograd State University
100 Universitetskiy Prospekt, Volgograd 400062, Russia
2 Dagestan State University

43a Gadzhieva Street, Makhachkala 367025 Dagestan, Russia

3 Zoological Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences

1 Universitetskaya embankment, Saint Petersburg 199034, Russia

Article info

Short Communication

https://doi.org/10.18500/1814-6090-2024-24-

1-2-51-54
EDN: WARHYQ

Received August 18, 2023,
revised August 28, 2023,
accepted September 3, 2023,
published June 28, 2024

This is an open access article distribu-
ted under the terms of Creative Com-

Abstract. Axial duplications are the most complex variant of anomalies characteristic of ani-
mals, including turtles. For turtles, the following variants of duplications are described: ana-
katamesodimus, derodimus, dicephaly, Siamese twins. We present a description of two speci-
mens of the Mediterranean tortoise (7estudo graeca Linnaeus, 1758): with dicephaly and is-
chio-omphalopagia, a variant of Siamese twins, in which lateral fusion occurs in the region of
the sacrum. Our data expand the geography of skeletal anomalies (duplications) and may be
useful in studying the general spectrum of reptile pathologies.
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