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Abstract. Axial duplications are the most complex variant of anomalies characteristic of ani-
mals, including turtles. For turtles, the following variants of duplications are described: ana-
katamesodimus, derodimus, dicephaly, Siamese twins. We present a description of two speci-
mens of the Mediterranean tortoise (Testudo graeca Linnaeus, 1758): with dicephaly and is-
chio-omphalopagia, a variant of Siamese twins, in which lateral fusion occurs in the region of 
the sacrum. Our data expand the geography of skeletal anomalies (duplications) and may be 
useful in studying the general spectrum of reptile pathologies. 
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