K. 1O. Jlotues, B. A. Tensnos, U. B. Jloponun u nip.

Caucasian toad, Bufo verrucosissimus (Pallas, 1814), (Anura: Bufonidae)

in the Caspian Sea basin (Russian Caucasus)

K. Yu. Lotiev »%3%_ V_A, Telpov *, L. V. Doronin 5,

V. V. Yufereva 2, A. A. Klenina®, A. L. Popova ’

I'Sochi National Park
21 Moskovskaya St., Sochi 354000, Russia
2 National Park “Kislovodskiy”
21 Kurortny boulevard, Kislovodsk 357700, Russia

3 Complex Research Institute named after H. I. Ibragimov RAS

21a Staropromyslovskoe shosse, Grozny 364051, Russia

4 Station of Young Naturalists of the Resort City of Kislovodsk

43a Naberezhnaya St., Kislovodsk 357700, Russia
3 Zoological Institute of Russian Academy of Sciences

1 Universitetskaya embankment, St. Petersburg 199034, Russia

¢ Samara Federal Research Center of RAS

Institute of Ecology of the Volga River Basin of Russian Academy of Sciences

10 Komzina St., Togliatti 445003, Russia

7 A. M. Nikolsky Herpetological Society of Russian Academy of Sciences
1 Universitetskaya embankment, St. Petersburg 199034, Russia

Article info

Short Communication

https://doi.org/10.18500/1814-6090-2024-24-

1-2-66-73
EDN: WINUTM

Received May 11, 2023,
revised October 12, 2023,
accepted October 15, 2023,
published June 28, 2024

This is an open access article distribu-
ted under the terms of Creative Com-
mons Attribution 4.0 International Li-
cense (CC-BY 4.0)

REFERENCES

Abstract. The Caucasian toad, Bufo verrucosissimus (Pallas, 1814), is a typical representative
of the West Caucasian forest mesophilic batrachofauna, requiring special protection measures.
The known habitat of the species in the Russian part of the Caucasus was limited to the Black
Sea basin. In the course of the studies undertaken, the Caucasian toad was found in many lo-
calities of the Predgorny district of the Stavropol territory (Caspian Sea basin), where at present
relatively favorable natural conditions have developed for it. The possibility of finding the spe-
cies in the republics located to the east, up to Dagestan, is not excluded. In order to preserve the
existing populations of the B. verrucosissimus in the Caucasian Mineralnye Vody region, it is
necessary to optimize the network of specially protected natural areas, and create artificial
spawning reservoirs. A special role in this is assigned to the “Kislovodsk” National Park — the
only federal specially protected natural territory of high rank of the Caucasian Mineral Vody
and the Stavropol territory.
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