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Abstract: The results of our study of age and growth of the Eastern slowworm (Anguis 
colchica) in two localities in the east of the Lesser Caucasus are presented. 33 individuals (18 
males and 15 females) from the vicinity of Stepanavan town (Lori Marz, Armenia) were 
studied. A sample from the vicinity of Zanavi village (Borjomi municipality, Samtskhe-
Javakheti region, Georgia) contained 19 specimens (6 males and 13 females). The body length 
of captured animals was measured and the tip of the tail was clipped. The mandibular dental 
bone was also extracted from Stepanavan individuals killed on the motorway. The tail vertebrae
and tooth bones of slow worms were shown to produce an equal number of stopped growth
lines. The age of females from Stepanavan ranged from 2 to 6 years (mean 4.33±1.35) and 
males 3 to 7 years (mean 4.72±1.13), respectively. Males and females did not differ statistically 
significantly in their mean age. The females from Zanavi were 3–7 years old (mean 4.67±0.89) 
and males 3–6 years old (mean 4.67±1.04), respectively. Lizards from Armenia and Georgia
did not differ in their mean age. In Stepanavan, males were significantly larger than females, 
while in Zanavi they did not differ. Females from Zanavi were larger than females from
Stepanavan, and males from Stepanavan were larger than males from Zanavi. 
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