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Abstract. We studied the colonization of the Amur Rat Snake Elaphe schrenckii and the
Steppes Rat Snake E. dione of a sawdust mountain, located among the wastes a timber pro-
cessing complex, during high floods of the Amur River. Since 2013, both species of snakes live
in this territory year-round. For snakes, shelters from the cold are shelters in the form of “floa-
ting” cracks (depth 1-1.5 m, temperature in winter up to +18°C) with a snow “roof”. Species
E. schrenckii dominates in numbers on group wintering. From May to September 2023,
127 crawls of both species of snakes (104 individuals of the species E. schrenckii) were collec-
ted at the control site. We assessed some phases of the life cycle of snakes during the active pe-
riod (reproduction, vaporization of offspring by females, emergence of cubs). Morphological
characters of males and females (L., L.cd., L./L.cd., Sq., Ventr., S.cd., A, Lab., Temp.) were in-
vestigated from preserved molt skins of E. schrenckii and E. dione. There were no significant
differences between the results obtained in this study and those reported for individuals from
other parts of the species' ranges. Measures for the conservation of the Amur Rat Snake listed
in the Red Book of the Khabarovsk Krai, were discussed and proposed.
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